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Sound of Life, Inc., the petitioner herein, by its undersigned

In re Amendment of

Section 73.202 of the
Commission's Rules to Assign
Channel 287A to

Grand Gorge, New York

To: Chief, Mass Media Bureau

counsel and pursuant to Section 1.401 of the Commission's Rules,
respectfully submits the fdllowing comments in support of the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking ("NPRM") in the above-referenced
matter that was released on July 30, 1993.

1. Sound of Life hereby restates its intention to apply for
Channel 287A at Grand Gorge, New York if the channel is allotted
in the manner proposed in the NPRM. If it obtains authority to
construct the station, Sound of Life pledges to complete that

construction promptly.

Supplemental Comments and

Information Regarding Community Status

2. Sound of Life has attached to these comments the specific
information requested in the NPRM at paragraph 2, namely, the
addresses of the more than two dozen business and other
organizations that are located in Grand Gorge. For the
Commission's convenience, Sound of Life has provided a summary of
these entities and the addresses provided for them in the NYNEX

telephone directory. Following this abstract is a copy of the
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relevant white pages of the-NYNEX telephone directory itself. It
should be noted that NYNEX recognizes Grand Gorge's community
status by devoting a separate section of its directory to Grand
Gorge and identifies the community at the top of each page by
name.! The business and other organizations referred to generally
in Sound of Life's original petition are highlighted in these
pages.

3. Sound of Life respectfully submits that the foregoing
information fully addresses the "deficiency" alleged in the NPRM
that each entity be identified with an address. This same
information also addresses the implied request in the NPRM for
proof that these business and other organizations "are intended to
serve Grand Gorge, as opposed to other areas." NPRM at p. 1, ¢ 2.
While the NPRM has asked Sound of Life to prove a negative, the
foregoing information appears to do so quite well. If the listed
entities were intended to serve other communities, they would not
be located in the geographically isolated community of Grand Gorge
(see, map attached to the Declaration of Bruce Winchell, attached
to Petition for Rule Making). Furthermore, eight of them would not
have the community name, "Grand Gorge," in their own names
(including the animal hospital, fire department, pharmacy, hardware
store and sewage treatment plant) if they were not intended to

serve Grand Gorge. See, NYNEX white pages, Exhibit 1 at directory

1 persons and entities located in the smaller, nearby areas
of Gilboa and Conesville are also included in the Grand Gorge
listing. It should be noted that "Gilboa Road" is in Grand Gorge
and the many businesses and individuals with this address are part
of Grand Gorge, not Gilboa.



page 149. The directory also shows the existence and addresses of
the local Methodist Church and the Pilgrim Holiness Church of Grand
Gorge. The United States Postal Service has a Post Office in Grand
Gorge and lists it as a "community” with an assigned zip code in
the NYNEX directory. A copy of that directory page is attached
and included in Exhibit 1.

4, The Commission apparently misinterpreted two material
assertions made by Sound of Life in its original petition. 1In
paragraph 2 of the NPRM, it is said that Sound of Life "submits"
that the lack of a separate local government is not dispositive for
allotment purposes. This phrasing implied that there was no
authority for the proposition outside of Sound of Life's claim.
However, this is indeed the Commission's position on this question.
See, FM Channel]l Assignments (Semora, North Carolina), 5 FCC Rcd
934, 67 RR2d 610 (1990) at € 8. In that case, the town of Semora,
North Carolina was given community status despite its much smaller
population (150) than Grand Gorge and its lack of any municipal
services save a volunteer fire department. As the Commission noted
in that case, it has found the existence of "communities" for
allotment purposes where populations much smaller than Semora's 150
existed and it does not require a community to have a local
government and to provide municipal services. Id. at €¢ 5, 8.
Grand Gorge, is nearly ten times bigger than Semora and has both

a fire department and a sewage treatment plant.



S. The NPRM also stated that "mere geographical location is

not sufficient to establish ‘community' status."” NPRM, at p. 1,
n.1l. Sound of Life agrees with this proposition and never intended
to make such a claim. Instead, it submitted a map to show the
relative isolation and separateness of Grand Gorge from other
municipalities. The isolated geographic location of communities
like Semora and Grand Gorge is significant:

In many of the cases in which the Commission

has determined that a municipality is not a

community for allotment purposes, the finding

was directly related to the proximity of that

municipality to a larger metropolitan area.

Such cases are distinguishable from instances

in which, as here, a petitioner seeks to

establish the community status of a more

isolated municipality.
FM Channel Assignments (Semora, North Carolina), 5 FCC Rcd at 935,
67 RR 2d at 611 (g 5) (footnotes omitted). As stated in the Semora
decision, such evidence of separate identity, along with the
existence a post office, evidence of commercial activity and
organizations identified with the community are certainly among
the factors which, "when viewed together ... are strong evidence

of the existence of a community." 5 FCC Rcd at 935, 67 RR2d at 612

(g6) -



6. Grand Gorge's community status 1is objectively
demonstrable, unlike the places cited in the NPRM (at note 1) who
were denied such status by the Commission. For example, while the
places called Vimville, Mississippi and Hannibal, Ohio had either
only one business (or, in the case of Hannibal, only one identified
with the place by name), there are at least a dozen businesses and
professionals located in Grand Gorge. The outlines of Vimville
were so unclear that the petitioner could not offer a population
figure for the place. There is no similar problem in the case of
Grand Gorge. Finally, one of the main reasons for denying Vimville
community status was its close proximity to and lack of a separate
identity from the larger neighboring community of Meridian,
Mississippi. Likewise, Hannibal, Ohio was deemed inseparable from
neighboring Sardis and part of a larger urban area including New
Martinsville and St. Clairsville, Ohio. Unlike these two
communities, Grand Gorge is not an indistinguishable purlieu of a
larger community. Its geographical isolation likewise helps to
demonstrate that the businesses located in Grand Gorge (many of
which are identified with the community by name) are indeed
"intended to serve the community of Grand Gorge, as opposed to
other areas." NPRM at p. 1, ¢ 2.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Sound of Life, Inc.
requests that the Commission issue a final Report and Order
amending Section 73.202 of its rules to assign FM Channel 287A to

Grand Gorge, New York.



Respectfully submitted,

SOUND OF LIFE, INC.

o ol C S

Russell C. Powell
Its Attorney

Taylor Thiemann & Aitken
908 King Street

Suite 300

Alexandria, Virginia 22314

September 20, 1993
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East Meredith— — — — — 13757 Portlandville— — — — - 13834

East Springfield - — — - 13333 " Roseboom— — - = -~ 13450

East Worcester - ~ —~ - 12064 Roxbury - — — — — - — - 12474

- Edmeston— — — — — = —-13335 Schenevug~ — — — — - 12155

" " Fly Creek— — — — —~ — ~ 13337 South Kortright- — — —- 13842
* Garrattsville— - — — -~ 13342 South New Berlin— - - 13843

[Binal Zone......ciriurrrrenaeess
|orado : il
‘nnecticut

Springfield Center— —~ 13468
Stamford— — -~ = -~ 12167
-Wells Bridge— — — — = 13859
_ Halcottsville— ~ — — — 12438 West Burlington— -~ 13482
Harpersfield - ~ - - - 13786 West Davenport— -— - 13860
% Hartwick— = = =~~~ 13348 West Oneonta— - ~ ~ — 13861
Hartwick Seminary- ~ 13349 Westford— — ~ =~ — — - 13488
Hobart— - - —— - -~ 13788 Worcester - — — — -}-"7..—_12197
e LE D US Need additional
> 2 7
40" ZIP Code information
LT e ELP Y ou Call Kobart—538-9371
Stamford—652-7777

- or call yow Iml Post Ofc.
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